Contact: Kathryn Richardson
Office: (803) 896-7013

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
June 27, 2005

On Monday, June 27, 2005, SLED agents arrested and charged the former St.
George, S.C. Clerk/Treasurer with Embezzlement of Public Funds, Breach of Trust
with Fraudulent Intent Over $5,000 and Misconduct of a Public Officer.

Christi Arroyo, of St. George, S.C., was arrested at approximately 2:00 p.m. and
booked at the Dorchester County Sheriff’s Office. The arrest is a result of an
investigation conducted by SLED. The case will be prosecuted by the Ninth Circuit
Solicitor’s Office.

*Warrants Attached
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ARREST WARRANT

H- 898215

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
[ o L Doty of

THE STATE
against

ARROYO, CHRISTI
503 JOHNSTON ST.
G 29477-0000

Adliresé: -
3T. SEORGE

Phone: SSN:
000

Sex, . Race: ____ Heght eight _ =~
SN & . ]
DL State: DL#:

0O0H: Agency ORI#:

Prosecuting Agency.

Frosecuting OHICEN - e e o

Offense: - FMEEZZLEMENT 0F PUBLIC FUN
2 , _ Offense Code:

Gode/Oidinance Sec. 18-13-210

This warrant is CERTIFIED FOR SERVICE in the

D County/ D Municipality of

The accused .
is to be arresled axd brought befure me to be
deult with accarding to law.

(LS.}

Signature of Judgy

il 2o

) RETURN
A copy of this arest warranl was delivered o
detendant {1

on Q_{_ 27} ( Gé/ 1
» - ‘_/--
\ ~ g _— LI
- S;;gnature of Constabde/Law ﬁr‘\fordbn‘l t Officer

RETURN WARRANT TO:

ditl viclate the crimingl laws of the State of South Carolim (i

Futhil Apaoasd by
) S5, Alkery Crraa it

S
STATE OF SOUTHTAROLINA
Agul 1, Y

[:] Soyntyl I:l Municipality of ) AFFIDAVIT SLA G
DORCHESTER )

Personally appeared bafore me  the affiant _ Tkl E"M¥FR$ . AMY e e e wrvnrnres Wb

be:E; duly sworn deposes and says that defendant ARKOYU, CHRISTI e
within this county and siate on 8/01/2001 '_e%iolate the crimingl laws  of e

did
State of South Cardlina ({or
in [the following particulars:
DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE:

ordinance of Gnumy/D Municipality of
VIOLATION SECTION 16-13-210 OF SC CODE UF LAWS
EMBEZZLEMENT OF PUBLIC FUNDS

{ |further state that there is probable cause lo believe that the defendant naned abowe gl Clarniit
the crime set forth and that probable cause is based on e following facts:

n

EE ATTACHEL

\LL OF WHICH 1S AGAIRST THE PEACE

i AML DIGNITY OF THE ATE
OF S0UTH CARCGLINA AND WILL MOERE FYULLY DESCEIBED In TUE 1w7a
JODE OF LAW.  Signature of Affiant v / - 7oy
. 74! #S‘T_ﬂﬂffﬁwgwwm—"
STATB. OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) Affiant's ged e AR ES TON SCOTEETTE QOG0T
[] Coﬂ'_.t’ / Qﬁ‘g‘&%?my of ) Affiant's Telephone TBF3IFOET™ 7033 e e

ARREST WARRANT
TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THIS STATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF TS COUNTY:

t appeaﬂ'ng_ fromm the aovs %atﬁduvit that  there  are  reasonablie  goowds o Dgliesr una
of B/01/2001 AT defendzanl . BRROYG, CHRISTH e e

ordinance of

- ] as set forth below
VIOLATION SECTION 16-13-210 GF S0 Cobe o
EMBEZZLEMENT OF PUBLIC FUNDES '

Courtly/ l:] Muraiuiﬁﬁlily of .
DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE:

LAl

Having found probabke cause and the above atfian having sworn before me, you are empowerad and directod 1 anest e sokd
defendant and bring him or her beforg me forthwith 1o be dealt wilh according Lo law. A Gopy of tiis Arrest Worrsot shedl D dedivadied e
tile deferxlant at the time ol its execution, or as soon wreafler ag is praclicabile.
Sworn to god subscibed be ne )

- -
o I, g / ) - - . A . o b

7 4 ) dudge's Address 1% Demnivg Way, Bow. Lo
[ e udye's .‘ésdm:ab [ 3 it S A e e
T B /@5.) : Swmmerville S0 29453~ -

4 ey e - o - i e/
Syﬁé%ﬁw Juxl&" j’ : P ) Judige's Tephione _EEUAE___] & S e .__;__i o
= Code: lasuing Court: . agisirale I Mt sicipi l _____ Cnetad

- 7
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AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF DORCHESTER L
SLED Case # 31040085

Personally appeared before me, a magistrate of this County, one S/A Amy Tripp-Myers (SLED) who, first

being duly sworn, deposes and says that,

CHRISTI U. ARROYO

did within this County and State on or about August 2001 thru September 2004, did violate the criminal laws
of the State of Sounth Carolina in the following particulars:

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE

EMBEZZLEMENT OF PUBLIC FUNDS
16-13-210

The affiant staies there is probable cause to believe that the defendant named above did commit the
crime(s) set forth, and that such probable cause is based on the following facts:

?F That during the years of 2001 thru 2004, while in the County of Dorchester, State of South

) Carolina the aforesaid defendant, CHRISTI ARROYO, did commit the offense of

i EMBEZZLEMENT OF PUBLIC FUNDS, in violation of section 16-13-210 of the South
Carolina Code of Laws of 1976, as amended. In that while the defendant was the clerk/treasurer
for the Town of St. George, and as such was charged with the safekeeping, transfer, or
disbursement of public funds, the defendant did convert public funds to her personal use in the
following particulars:

1. Arroyo fraudulently opened a credit card account with Bank One, in the name of the
Town of St. George in the year 2001. During her employment, Arroyo maintained
possession of the three cards that were issued on the account, and made personal charges
onto this account. ing-the-monthly bilhmgcycleso ] ;
Arroyo would draft checks from banking accounts belongi

O . h " of Bank One for paymen 0

¢ ng to the Town of St. Gege
AN for payments onto the Bank One account. Arroyo was also found to have made electronic
@ transfers of funds from banking accounts belonging to the Town of St. George for

payments onto the Bank One account.

2, Arroyo charged merchandise at a local Lowes home improvement store and at a local
Home Depot home improvement store. These charges correspond to the time frame in
which Arroyo was completing home renovations to her home, located at 503 Johnston
St., St. George, South Carolina. Further, inspection of these invoices show that the items
purchased were delivered to her home address. Interviews conducted with the contractor
hired by Arroyo to complete the renovations, support the evidence that these items were
fraudulently purchased. The investigation has shown these charge accounts were paid for
with funds from the Town of St. George.

[ 1

Tnvestigative efforts revealed that Armoyo used two different banking accounts, which
belonged 1o the Town of St. George, 10 make payments of the above referenced charges.
Those accounts being 2 Town of St. George operating account and an account for the
' Water and Sewer deparmment.
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ARREST WARRANT

H= 898216

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

l:]é;:umyt‘ l:l Municipality of
DORCHESTER

THE STATE
against

ARROYD, CHRISTI

rddross 503 JOANSTON 3T.

58!
3T. GEQRGE 3C 29477-0600

Phone: SSN:

ight: 300

Sex: .. Ra::_g—.‘:._____: Height:
DL State: SC DL#:H

pOB: i Agency ORI#:
SLED

SLED

Furns Apgaesvad by

STATE OF SOUTH CAHOHM ) . 515, Aty Gienril
ty/_ I muicipality ot ) AFFIDAVIT ' SiRsa
QRCHESTEK )
Personally appeared before me the  affiant TRIPP-MYERS, AMY, SLED 'Y

being duly sworn deposes and says

did

State of South Cardina (or ordinance of Gounty/ M..lnicipality of_ . i et s e e s e
n the following partuarss  VIOLATION SECTION 16-13-230 OF 3SC COLE OF LAWS

that defendant . BRROYO, CHRISTI . .
late  the  crimingl  Rws ol e

)

within this counly and stale on

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: BREACH OF TRUST WITH FRAUDULENT INTENT (Jwvev’ gt .

5000~

| further siate that there is probable cause to  believe that the defendant  named  Abuve  di) connis

crime set forth and that probable cause is based on the following facts:

SEE ATTACHEL AFFIDAVIT

Proseculing Agency: RIPE-MYERS, AMY, SL

seculing Offiger:
Prosecutne S BREACH OF TRUST WITH FRAUD

Offenseg:

UL TENT "w%e

Code/Ordinance Sec. 16-13-230

This warant is CERTIFIED FOR SERVICE in

DCout ity/ l:i Municipality of

the

The accused

s to be anested and brought before me to be

dealt wilh according to law,

Signature of Judge

Date: -

(LS.

. RETURN
A cdpy of this arrest warrant was delivered to

chaferdan C_j;l{ VST ALeD Ya

o (o 205

e -
Signature of Constable/Law Eniosgement Officer

HETURN WARRANT TO:

ALL OF WHICH IS AGAINST THE PEACE ANLD DIGNITY OF THE ZTATE
OF SOUTH CARCLINA AND WILL BEAMORE
COLE OF LAW. Signature of Affiant ¢

FULLY DESCRIBED IW THE 137¢

STATH OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) . AT T T
I_—_] County/[j Municipality of ) N - 5 — % -
GORCHESTER ) Alfiant's Telephone P 4 ;7 5"44 _3‘5"_7 J‘f i
ARREST WARRANT

TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT QFFICER OF THIS STATE OR MURICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:
appearing from  the aq:va flidavit that thare are reasonable  grounds W0 befieve  bal

0 1/2 = 0% etendant .. BRROYD, CHRISTT :

did lviolate the criminal lawe of the State of South Cardling {or ordinance of

T covary E I municipatty o = ) a8 sel forth below:

DESCRIFTION OF OFFENSE:  VIOLATION SECTION 1£-13-230 OF SC CODE OF LAWS

BREACH OF TRUST WITH FRAUDULENT INTENT
Over Looo.00

1'g found probabke cause and the above affiant having sworn before me, you are empowered and diecled to aftest e s
ncant and bring hir or her before me forthwith to be dealt with aceording 1o law. A copy of Wis Arrest Werrant shstt e delivn sd 6
fendant at the time of its execution, or as scon thereafter as is praclicable. .
nto subsgriyed bafore me )
Ty "—-.

)

< Judge's Address . 212 Deming Way, ]::LU:(.- l‘j! e
Swomerville aC 29483-0000 -

(843)832-G370

; e e . Judge's Telepl
's Telephone - e e e mee e s
ge Code: . ﬁ // Issuing Cuurk: D Klagistmlﬁ [:J bt i sal I_! ClikLae

O ——

-
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

AFFIDAVIT
COUNTY OF DORCHESTER :

SLED Case # 31040085

Personally appeared before me, a magistrate of this County, one 'S/A Amy Tripp-Myers (SLED) who, first

being duly sworn, deposes and says that,

CHRISTI U. ARROYO

did within this County and State en or about Angust 2001 thru September 2004, did violate the criminal laws
of the State of South Carolina in the following particulars:

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE

BREACH OF TRUST OVER $5,000
16-13-230

The affiant states there is probable cause to believe that the defendant named above did commit the
crime(s) set forth, and that such probable cause is based on the following facts:

That during the years of 2001 thru 2004, while in the County of Dorchester, State of South

’ Carolina the aforesaid defendant, CHRISTI ARROYO, did commit the offense of BREACH OF

TRUST OVER $5,000, in violation of section 16-13-230 of the South Carolina Code of Laws

¢ of 1976, as amended. In that while the defendant was the clerk/treasurer for the Town of St.

George, the defendant was tasked with disbursement of public funds, and did convert those

monies to her own use with the intent to deprive the town of the funds in the following
particulars:

1. Arroyo fraudulently opened 2 credit card account with Bank One, in the name of the
Town of St. George in the year 2001. During her employment, Arroyo maintained
possession of the three cards that were issued on the account, and made personal charges
onto this account. During the monthly billing cycles of Bank One for payments due,

G ing accounts belonging to the Town of St. George
for payments onto the Bank One account. Arroyo was also found to have made electronic

% transfers of funds from banking accounts belonging to the Town of St. George for
payments onto the Bank One account.

A o2, Arroyo charged merchandise at a local Lowes home improvement store and at a local

x",j; f fﬁ(f Home Depot home improvement store. These charges correspond to the time frame in
J/’ i/ which Arroyo was completing home renovations to her home, located at 503 Johnston
4 St., St. George, South Carolina. Further, inspection of these invoices show that the items
,zf'r purchased were delivered to her home address. Interviews conducted with the contractor

hired by Arroyo to complete the renovations, support the evidence that these items were
fraudulently purchased. The investigation has shown these charge accounts were paid for
with funds from the Town of St. George.

- Investigative efforts revealed that Arroyo used two different banking accounts, which
‘elonged to the Town of St. George, to make payments of the above referenced charges.
Those accounts being a Town of St. George operating account and an account for the
Water and Sewer department.

18
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: ‘wrrant Affidavit
dunt - Christi Arroyo

4. Arroyo was interviewed by Agent Tripp-Myers and admitted her guilt and confessed to
the above actions, which further supports probable cause for this warrant.

s The investigation has and can firmly support that the Town of St. George experienced a
financial loss in excess of $100,000.00 based on the actions of Arroyo.

Based on the investigative efforts, the facts have established probable cause.

Sworn to %nd Subscribeqd before me Mﬂp %m
of A b—

this FIANT) d
2005. -~/ of ]
g / v . Address: 6435 Fain St., Suite A
Nl N. Charleston, SC 29406
)gr.iazur,e ofJudge : ST Phone: _843 — §69-7593

- —— e TErareeresrrey " e ) 1 m.lu.qmmw



-3 ARREST WARRANT . STATE OF SOUTH GARQLIN ) , %’;@‘ﬁﬁﬁ‘é’:{iﬁm.
H-' 89821 7 " I:] auunty/CIMumclpahty of ) AFFIDAVIT SCCAG 15~
_ DORCHES _)
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA Personally appeared belore me  the  affiant TRIFPE-MYERS, AMY, SEED . — W
DL’?& ty/ DMumcpaIny of being duly sworn depgses and saysg that defendant . ._%HBJ_S.'- T i
DDRCHESTER did within this county and state o /01 2001 fote:  the  criminal et 01 e
State of South Carolina (or ordinance  of [_—_-ICountyf[:lMumcnpahty of OO |
THE STATE ir[the following particulars: VIOLATION SECTION 8-1- 80 OF & \,-\JLIL. OF LAWD
against CRIPTION OF OFFENSE: : P b
| ofs s M0is Conduct of o fublic g bfices
ARROYO, - QHRISTI | | further state that there is probable cause to believe that ihe delendant pamed  above  dikb ol
Address: 503 J OHNSTON 37T. the crime set forth and that probahle cause is based on the following facls:
371. GEORGE 30 29477 -00040
Prone! SSN: _  SEE ATTACHED AFFIDAVIT
Sex: __ Race: . Height Weight: 300
DL State: —SC_ DL#__'_—_——
b DOB: Agency ORI#: ,_____SL__ED
E ‘Prosecuting Agency: TRIEP P MYERS SL
_Prosecuting Officer: . it o x_j-m‘“
8 Offense: LS. bp P ol {)f-(—r
. , . Offense Code! ALL OF WHICH 1S AGAINST THE PEI\CE AND DIGNITY OF THE STATE
& Godorordinance Sec. __B=1-80 OF SOUTH CAROLINA AND WILL MOR LY DESCRIBED IR THE 1976
CODE OF LAW. Signature of Affiant N/ . . _.
% This warant i CERTIFIED FOR SERVICE in the ' ] o S . Inte /4“W Tl
“ [:ICuunty/ DMumclpamy of STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA } 14! [ . _: s
The  acoused - [:I CountleMumupahty of ) Affiant's Telaphone L

DORCHESTER )
ARREST WARRANT
1O ANY LAW ENFORGEMENT OFFICER OF THIS STATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COURTY:

(LS.} preaﬂﬂg from fidavit  that there are reasonable grounds 1o believe  Law
___a/.ouzﬂﬂmd Ef"a tendant ARBOYO, CHETSTI

[ m bs arrested and brought before me 10 D
dealt with according to law.

Signature of Judge
- - R - R ) di¢ viokate the cnmmal 1aws of the State of South Carolina (or ordinance
Date; :I D
[ County/’ Municipality ot _ Y oes set forth below: :
» RETURN DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE:  VIOLATIO °Et"TION B-1- OF SC "irL\E Or LM&C
A copy of this awest warrant was delivered lo ITC‘“— U o (7 / C. 0 ﬁ ‘ ,fC oA
defenda /
On 1 0 < . .
Having frund probable cause and the above affiant having sworn betore me, you are ernpowered and directed 10 arest e said

defendant and bring him or her before me forthwith 10 be deall with according to law. A copy of this Arresl Warrand shall be dulivisted w
the defendant at the time of its execution, or 43 5000 thereafler as is practicable, -

Signature af Sworn to and subsgribed belg Epe )
3 on = ) ..
RETURN WARRANT TO: ' Judge's Address 212 Deming Way, Bog 1U .
Summexrville SC 29483-0000.
/m}@r/of Iﬁnng Judge's Telephone {843)832-0Q 370 e g e
lidge Code: lssuing Court: D K!agislrate D AL il ik ‘_] [ScTRT

06/27/05 MON 18:08 FAX 8437973662
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AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF DORCHESTER
SLED Case # 31040085

Personally appeared before me, a magistrate of this County, one S$/A Amy Tripp (SLED) whe, first
being duly sworn, deposes and says that,

CHRISTI ARROYO

did within this County and State on or about the 3rd day of January
2004, did violate the criminal laws of the State of South Carolina in the following particulars:

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE

MISCONDUCT OF A PUBLIC OFFICER
: 8-1-80

The affiant states there is probable cause to believe that the defendant named above did commit the
crime(s) set forth, and that such probable cause is based on the following facts:

That during the years of 2001 thru 2004, while in the County of Dorchester, State of South

¢ Carolina the aforesaid defendant, CHRISTI ARROYO, did commit the offense of
ki MISCONDUCT OF A PUBLIC OFFICER, in violation of section 8-1-80 of the South
Carolina Code of Laws Of 1976, as ammended. In that while the defendant was the
clerk/treasurer for the Town of St. George, the defendant did commit official misconduct by
violating the laws and responsibilities entrusted to her through her job duties in the following

particulars:
1. Arroyo applied for and was hired as the clerk/treasurer for the Town of St. George,
which is a position of public trust and a position within the municipal government of
St. George. '
2. Duriﬂg her employment, Arroyo embezzled public funds and converted those funds to

her personal use. The funds were embezzled through the use of fraudulent checks and
fraudulent credit card purchases. This fraudulent activity outlined her misconduct
while holding the position of clerk/treasurer, further breaking the public trust
entrusted to her.

3. The investigation has revealed that the Town of St. George experienced a financial
loss in excess of $100,000.00 based on the actions of Arroyo.

Based on the investigative efforts, the facts have established probable cause}

] i . g%
Sworn to and Subscribed befgre me 4744%«%' /) dtidon
this 27 day of L oliine AAFFIANT) ./
2005, R ~ _
R A S Address: 6435 Fain St., Suite A
i e N. Charieston, SC 29406
§j'gﬁéiui"é of Judge- ) Phone: _843 — $69-7593
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